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now have access to clean and safe

drinking water. More then this,
their livestock can also be watered.
My understanding of Dinka, the
local language is very limited. But
what I witnessed on the video
footage needed no translation.

Women dancing and singing for
joy. For it is the women whose lives
have been most fransformed by the
installation of these hand-pump
driven wells.

Women in the Warup region of
Southern Sudan can walk up to two
days to gather water for their
families.

When Akol asked the women
why they were so elated the
answer was simple.

One said now that she was able
to be with her husband she could
start a family. Another answered
that she could now wake up in her
own house instead of setting out on
a search for water at midnight.

And it needn’t be this hard. I
recently learned of a simple and
yet powerful campaign for clean
drinking water.

A few years ago an Australian
advertising company based in New
York created a-brand — “tap”.

On World Water Day each year-
restaurants, bars and cafes in New
York city charge $1 for a glass of
water. As a result thousands more
children around the world can now
access clean and safe water.

I reckon Toowoomba could do
something too.

As an accident of history, our
community now has links with
Southern Sudan. Women from
remote villages who have spent

days away from their families

carrying water in buckets on their
heads. One of these women told
Akol, “The people of Toowoomba
have now taken the buckets of
water from our heads”.

Now that’s something worth
raising a glass for!

To find out more about the tap
project go to www.tapproject.org
To be a part of a local solution
email justice@twb.catholic.org.au
or phone 46130895.



