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discover that one of the first
overseas battles that ;
Queenslanders took part i in was in
New Zealand.

‘We were part of the efforts of the
British Empire to wrestle some
land from the Maori. My attention
was first drawn to this when I read
it on the Burwood War Memorial
arch in New South Wales.

And sometimes history can bring

two moments of great importance
side by side with neither-side
realising the significance.

When much of our national focus
turns to Gallipoli and the hell on
earth endured there by our soldiers

on April 25, 1915, for another group
of people a national day of
EoEdEm takes place on April 24.
For it is on that day that the

Ottoman Turkish Empire
unleashed a genocidal attack on
the Armenians. Some historians
believe that up to one million
people lost their lives in a brutal

- and savage attack. It was the first
occasion on which the term
“crimes against humanity” was
used.

Fearing that the British forces
_ may prevail over the Turkish
Empire a brutal attack upon the
“enemy within” took place on the
day before the landing at Gallipoli.

I first learnt of the Turkish
atrocities against the Armenians
on the occasion of my first
observation of Anzac Day from
overseas.

When I got back home, my
discoveries were no news to
Christian Iragis living in
Toowoomba.

The Armenian genocide was well
known and observed.

All societies have a need for
“holy days” and times of national
commemoration.

The Armenian genocide of 1915
teaches us that there is still more
to learn about one of ours and to
draw a line under the history of
Anzae Day diminishes all of us to
some extent.



