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Toowoomba league table and it
wasn’t pretty. Almost without
exception the neighbourhoods and
suburbs in this region with lower
median weekly incomes had lower
results in the national literacy and
numeracy tests. The dream of
education is that it is a gift —an
opportunity to make our way in life
— a way out of poverty. And while
we want to hold onto this dream we

-vote with our feet. Schools (be they

government, Catholic or
independent) are bursting at the
seams in the “better areas” and.
withering on the vine in the
“deprived areas”.

For me there are two dangers
with NAPLAN and the My School
website. The first is that
governments and education
systems start to believe that testing
of students and publicising results
is actually changing outcomes for
students. It is a crucial first step —
but it is naming a problem and not
fixing it. The second danger is that
we accept the “Volvo effect” as
normal.

This is the dangerous assumption
and acceptance that disadvantage
must always equal poor educational
outecomes. The move fo greater
transparency has great
possibilities. Let’s hope it doesn’t
merely document disasters and
paper over failures.

In the United States some prison
companies plan their locations of

new jails based on the 4th grade
test scores of poorer schools. It
needn’t be like this. There are
examples in Australia and
internationally of “no excuses”/
“high expectations” schooling
where students from disadvantaged
backgrounds have been equipped
with the literacy and numeracy
required to escape the cycle of
welfare dependency.

The results of the 2010 NAPLAN
tests will give teachers and parents
an idea of how their students are
going in literacy and numeracy.
They will be able to track students
results from year three to year five,
from year five to year seven and
year seven to year nine. -

Resources can be directed to
where the greatest needs exist.

* Giaps in individual children’s

learning can be plugged. In recent
years there has been an emphasis
on supporting early childhood
education and national
partnerships have been established
in identified disadvantaged areas.
Without tools like NAPLAN and the
My School website we may never
know what works.

All of us — parents, teachers,
unions government, community an
the media have a choice. We can
play the blame game and shift
responsibility away from ourselves
or we can work together to ensure
better outcomes for all Australian
children. I hope we pass this test.




