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Food and Water Security & Seeking the
Common Good

group members on a bus trip that visited a
number of farms on the Darling Downs
affected by mining and the coal seam gas
‘& industry. The visit left me inspired by the
hospitality and determination of the
farmers and also pondering a number of
guestions. A paper produced for the
Western Downs Regional Council
estimates that 280,000 million litres of
water would need to be extracted annually
A £ A as part of the extraction of coal seam gas.
o Wa t e r fi where thdrefisevater there is Where does this water go? What are the
life.o These wer e t h &ffegisoof thissprogess gn the Seeat Areesiag u
to me as | scanned hours of video footage =~ Bore and other aquifers? What will be
brought back to our Commission office done with the estimated 60,000 tonnes of
from Southern Sudan earlier this year. The  salt waste produced each year?
words were from a water drilling team

who were celebrating the successful In the Felton Valley just 30 km from
installation of a hand pump driven well in Toowoomba city a proposed 2500 hectare
the remote village of Wungop in the open cut coal mine will require 8000
Warup region. megalitres of water a year. Local growers
fear the impact of the mine on aquifers and
While water brings life, ~ competing Hodgson Creek. They are concerned that
interests in a dwindling water supply can solid waste from the mine may eventually

also bring death. In 2007 the World Bank find its way into the water table.
vice president for the environment Ismail

Seragel din warned, 0 Mdt is wasyotd be swept upvinathre £xciterfient
the 20th century were about oil, but wars of of the recent $US 15 billion British Gas
the 21st century wil | prgestto@xtract coalrseameyas ard convarth
Pacific Institute has documented 35 it to liquid natural gas. Extra jobs and a
significant international conflicts over boost to the local economy in the Diocese
water in the 1990s and 49 in the period will certainly grab headlines. From a
leading up to 2007. social justice perspective the development
raises a number of issues. We need to
Closer to home a number of food ensure that benefits to the community are
producers in our Diocese have great spread so that those who are on the
concerns over the impact of mining on margins are not left behind.
water supplies. In June of this year |
joined with some parish social justice In terms of the priority areas of the

(Continued on pag?)
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Commission we need to ensure that those with little or . . .
no voice are not drowned out or forgotten. To Well PrOjeCt Brlngs Life to 10000

borrow a phrase from the EVillagess irSoudthera:Sudass Phi |
Glendenningfi the first and last: those who were here
firstfi our Indigenous sisters and brothers, and those
who have just arrived ii refugees. Despite relatively
low unemployment rates there are still far too many
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and people
from a refugee background still looking for work in
our neighbourhood.

Another area with a marginalized voice is the
environment. All agree that development should be
sustainable but what is actually meant by the term is
often unclear. In a presentation to various agencies of
the Diocese in June of this year, Jacqui Remond,
Executive Officer for Catholic Earthcare ,stated that as
Christians we need to reclp

The Social Teaching of the Church has much to say One of the hand operated wells installed in Southern Sudan in January of 2010

about the fundamental right to water. 0 By i ts very

nature water cannot be treated as just another commoditin February of this year good news filtered through to

among many, and it must be used rationally and inour Commission from Southern Sudan. Four wells

solidarity (@mpendium toh the Social providing safe drinking water to as many as 10000

Doctrine of the Church, 485). people had been installed in villages in the Warup
region. This great news comes after four years of

The Social Teachings of the Church also urge us to  work and negotiation by the Commission.

adapt our lifestyles and way of doing things to ensure

that all of creation can flourish. 6 Ther e i s a AngwendLiaf, CContntissian kmember, told a 2006

with the logic of mere consumption and promote forms aheeting in Millmerran of the desperate need for water

agricultural and industrial production that respect the in his home region of Warup. People there were

order of creatipn and satisfy_ the b_asic needs Giterally dying of thirst. With the support of a
al I (Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the  generous donor and tenacious work by Mr Akol
Church, 486) Mager (who works for Centacare Toowoomba), wells

were finally installed in December / January of 2010.
As Christians we are not called to oppose all

technology or innovations. The test of worth of  |n July of this year Akol Mager and Executive Office
development is the impact that it has on the dignity of Mark Copland shared the story of the wells in
the human person and all of Creation.  Drilling for Southern Sudan with a number of teachers in Catholic

water in a village in Southern Sudan can be a sign of  schools across the Diocese.  Describing the impact
hope and life. We need to ensure that any resource  that this project has had on the local people, Akol
development taking place in our own Diocese can quoted some of the women of Warup who can now
have the same result. devote more time to their family and community
rather than walk |l ong dist ¢
people of Toowoomba have lifted the buckets from
our heads. 0

As Akol journeyed back to Australia he witnessed a
number of other locations needing fresh water. The
Australian Ursulines in partnership with the Social
Justice Commission are hoping to raise money for
more wells in this part of Southern Sudan. If your
family, your school or your parish would like to be
involved contact us on 07 46130895.

oWater Views, I ngl ewood by Fr Ted Hanl ono
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African Australian Fathers and
Sons Camp

Some of the boys and men busily creating a few upright gardens

Fathers and Sons Preparing for a Bunya Mountains Walk in August already asked when the next camp will take place.

On the weekend of 21/ 22ndAugust while much of [N late November a group of thirty boys and men
the country was focused on the Federal election and ~ 9athered together to take part in a final activity fi a
who would lead the nation for the next three years a ~ 9ardening project. The project was a partnership with
simple and profound meeting was taking place at the an .Endeavour Foupdatlon_ residential facility in
Bunya Mountains. Ten boys and thirteen men spent ~ armistown.  The residence is home to a number of
the weekend enjoying eac hMnapdyapegwithapigiglipciial disability, 4 Three
finding out more of each oY4PHpltgasdensyere constiugied ang filed with soil

Corn, cucumber and tomatoes were planted. It was a

The weekend started with a sharing of African food ~ 9réat opportunity for the men and boys to give
followed by a series of games coordinated by
Stephen Halsall from the Pathways Foundation.
Saturday morning saw all participants take part in a
huge bush walk. This was followed by a shared
lunch and an afternoon of games. Most activities
involved a level of sharing between boys and men
and Sunday morning concluded with each boy being
affirmed with a special presentation.

The camp was designed to give boys from an African
background a chance to interact with other boys and
men and enjoy the great outdoors. Feedback from the

The boys with Stephen Halsall from Pathways Foundation

something back to the community and for all to grow
in awareness of the diverse population that now lives
in our region.

The Father and Sons project was proudly funded by the
Australian Government, Department of

Immigration and Citizenship through the Diversity and
Social Cohesion Program. More information can be found
at www.harmony.gov.au

Lachlan Gabbett and share some time in the bush


http://www.harmony.gov.au
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.. . ~ . children and their parents be better prepared for
Mini Murris  n Makmg the Best school so that it will be a rewarding experience.

of Starts at School

In addition to the Mini Murris programme a
successful school readiness group has also been
established. As this newsletter goes to print more
than 20 Mini Murris are enrolled in Catholic
Schools in our Diocese

One of the families involved with Mini Murris,
Natasha Turner and her girls Keely and Kyla, have
been very regular participants and have really
gained a great deal from the programme.

Natasha is now planning to undertake further
study in the field of Education.

Natasha Turner with daughter Kyla

A gap remains between Indigenous and non : ]
Indigenous students in terms of educational outcomes -

in the Toowoomba Diocese. Sadly this gap is : 9 o

repeated across the country. Research demonstrates \ /// f/ s <
that these outcomes can be turned around with well N /! 'ﬁ///§ ~
targeted support in the early years. One positive |2 B Y / ) =
response to closing the gap is the Mini Murris . v :

programme currently running
Primary School in Toowoomba

Keely and Meg Combarngo enjoying playtime at Mini Murris

The Marlene Watson Prep Start Program-Mini Murris

is an initiative of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander .
Education within the Catholic Education Office - Toowoomba Hosts Indlgenous

Diocese of Toowoomba. The purpose of the program Education Conference
is to ensure a positive start to school for Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander Prep students.

Once enrolled, the students are sent a Mini Murris kit
which is a brightly coloured back sack containing
alphabet and number cards, a clock, colour cards, days
of the week cards, pencils and pencil case and a

6 Dreamingd story as well as S
supporting their children in reading, writing and
mathematics. The parents also have access to $250 to
use towards uniforms, books, stationery and other
school related expenses.
The Mini Murris programme was established as a The 5 Queensl_and Aboriginal and Torres Strait

. Islander Education Conference was hosted by the
response to the fact that a nu.rpber of our Indigenous Indigenous Education Team at Toowoomba Catho-
students may not have a positive start to school and lic Education Office from the 14t to the 16h of Sep-
this may lead to poor results, irregular attendance and tember. This event is held every three years and
general lack of engagement throughout their hosted by one of the five dioceses across QId. The
education. It is hoped thatMCt wasmiChiri guBrirdd eprtodmd:
will help Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Chinchilla. Chris (pictured with Aunty Joan Hen-

driks) is the only Indigenous principal in a Catholic
school in Queensland.
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Commission Matters

Fr Frank Brennan and Sr Beryl Gl eeson a

2011 has been another strong year for the Social Justice
Commission. In the area of Indigenous Justice and
Reconciliation we are making good progress on a Rec-
onciliation Action Plan for the Diocese. When we
have the final product this will be a first for the coun-
try. This year we worked with a number of fathers
and sons as part of the African Australian Father and
Sons project. This project is further detailed in this
newsletter. In the area of support for refugees we will
be piloting an Education Placement Officer to support
secondary age students as they begin a new life in
Toowoomba. This position will be action and re-
search focussed to better advocate for the needs of sec-
ondary age students in our community. In the area of
caring for creation we continue to work closely with
the Australian Bi shops©o
2011 will be a year for us as a Diocese to look at ways
of reducing our use of energy.

During the year we made a submission to the Queens-
l and Governmentds di
ping land. We continue to have concerns over the
long term impact of mining in areas that have been

Fr Jeff Scully with local elder Richard (Darby) McCarthy at office opening

SscusSsSi

t

a gpetontﬁ:e Yeferendufh.

prime agricultural land for generations.

At the end of 2009 we farewelled Sr Sue Flood who
took on a role as Assistant Director with the Catholic
Education Office. Her valued wisdom and insight are
not lost to us as she continues as a valued member of
the Commission.

In August of this year we changed office location. We
are now located in the Cathedral Centre (123 Neil St)
in the space formerly know
our postal, telephone and email contact details remain
the same.

On*Wetihedday®the*8th “Septémbér’ we celebrated the
opening of the new office. Bishop Morris blessed the
space and Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO officially opened
oJustice Placebo. A number
bers and friends of the Commission gathered to cele-
brate and take part in an open conversation with
Frank. It was a wonderful evening of shared friend-
ship and inspiration and all present felt a renewed
commitment to realising the truth that social justice is
indeed constitutive to the preaching of the Gospel.

As this newsletter goes to print much remains to be
done. The documentary Gasland highlights the les-
sons to be learnt from the Coal Seam Gas industry in
the United States. Past members and friends of the
Commission are currently in Southern Sudan for the
9th January 2011 Referendum. The Church in Sudan
has called for 10 galy ogplra?/_e(r: for %egcre itn_ h% I%ag
his period of prayer will rdn
from 21
September,
the Interna-
tional Day
of Peacé to £ P
January, the
World Day
of Prayer
for Peace.

Anyuon Li-
ai and Mal-
wal Mywin
are also

Members of the Commission meet with Charles and Rosetta Kitapindu

undertaking another project installing fresh water

wells in their home villages in Southern Sudan. May
the new year bring a peaceful and just outcome to the
referendum and the delivery of safe and secure drink-
ing water for thousands. (continued on page 7)
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Tiwi Islands Immersion Trip 2010

Members of the 2010 St Ursulads College

The experience of travelling to the Tiwi islands
was incredibly enlightening for me. | had always
considered myself to be open minded and aware,
but visiting the Tiwi Islands made me see that no
amount of research or reading from afar could re-
ally give me an accurate understanding of the
issues facing Indigenous Australians. Visiting the
communities was a truly valuable experience and
gave me an insight that | could have gained in no
other way. What struck me the most was the vast
differences between communities in the Tiwi is-
lands and the cities that are familiar to me. It was
difficult to grasp that these two worlds, seemingly
so far removed, belonged to the same country.
The Tiwi people, however, extended friendship to
us, despite our obvious capacity as tourists. Every
person we met greeted us with a smile, and was
keen to share their stories with us. Even just
walking down the street or driving through a com-
munity we were greeted with waves from the
friendly locals. Each community member we met
offered a different perspective and a unique story.
While the people seemed joyful and welcoming, it
was evident that there were deeply rooted issues
and problems existing in the communities. Despite
this, the Tiwi people were warm and welcoming.
We spoke with various people and were witness
to the touching stories of both white and

Aboriginal inhabitants of the island. One moment
that was particularly striking was when we met
with Sister Anne Gardiner and heard her story.
Sister Anne has lived with the Tiwi people so long
that she has been accepted as one of their own,
even bestowed with the honour of being given an
Aboriginal name and a burial site on the island
when she dies. She spoke of the Tiwi people as her

people, and it was evident to all who heard her
speak, that their struggle was also her struggle. We
saw Sister Anne several times over the course of the
immersion, and in seeing her interact with the

locals, it was apparent that they held her in the high-
est regard and she was treated with the utmost
respect. Another moment that has stuck in my con-
sciousness was when we met with Clancy, a white
man who is married to a member of the Tiwi Land
Council. Clancy spoke of his days as the Principal

of Xavier, the local Catholic Secondary school. He
expressed his outrage at hearing that the greatest am-
bition of some of his students was to get on the work-
for-the-dole scheme in place. Hearing that young
people who should have been given the same oppor-
tunjties in life, as | hag.pe greater.gaal than to pick up
rubbish for money was a poignant moment for me,
as | realised the true extent of the issues facing mod-
ern day Australia.

While discoveries such as this incited great sadness
in me, other aspects of the immersion

provoked a deep and profound respect for the Tiwi
people. The importance of country to Indigenous
people was something that | had never really consid-
ered before. However, | learnt that where a

person's family is from, is completely integral to the
Tiwi people and is an essential part of who they

are. This struck me poignantly as that emphasis on
origin is something that | feel is lacking in

Western culture, and definitely in my life. Travelling
to the Tiwi islands gave me a better

understanding of my own country, and helped me to
see that prior to the immersion | had really

only experienced one side of the culture of our many-
faceted nation.

By Mardi Reardon -Smith

Mar di is a Year
Toowoomba. She was part of the 2010 Tiwi Immer-
sion trip organized by Mark Copland from the Social

Justice Commission. At present there are plans to
undertake a third trip wi
April of 2011.

Twel ve st u
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COMMISSION MATTERS  (Continued)

As the year draws to a close we remember the tragic
passing of Peter 0Bo0b6
tice of dealing with the death of Mulrunji Doomadgee
on Palm Island. We acknowledge that there are now
more people in immigration detention centres than
ever before including children. We wish Sr Anne
McDonald well as she spends time as a pastoral pres-
ence at the Curtin Detention Centre in the Kimberley
region of Western Australia.

On 20th November our Commission met for the last
time this year. We were privileged to meet Charles
Kitapindu and his wife Rosetta who spoke of the
emerging Congolese community in Toowoomba. We
look forward to strengthenlng this relationship in

2011.

Mr Evan Willis,
Principal of
Toowoomba

South State)
School was
awarded the

2010 Social Ju
tice Award at
the vigil mass at
St Patr.i
thedral on the
evening of the
20th November.
During 2010 Mr
Willis made
great efforts in
providing edu-
cational leader-

ship for some of

our Dioceseds most needy
stand against racism in all its forms and restructured
the school day to ensure better outcomes for all in his
care. This is the sixth year of the Social Justice
Awards. In the past, individuals and groups have
been recognised in the areas of homelessness, Indige-
nous Youth Advocacy, Environmental and Disability
Advocacy as well as human rights for asylum seekers
and refugees. If you wish to nominate somebody for
this award in 2011 please get in touch with our office.

2010 winner with Evan Willis with Bishop Morris

One of the most welcome developments of 2010 has
been the emergence and growth of a number of parish
soci al justice groups.
group celebrated its first full year of operation. Dur-
ing this time it has raised awareness around the issue
of mining and agriculture along with promoting
Worl d Refugee Day and the

Du n ¢
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The Commission recognises the work of Ann Marie Thomas from Cunna-
mulla as part of Close the Gap Day 2010

Justice Statement.

Patrickds Cathedral

Members of St
with Peter Rookas from Toowoomba Says No to Violence

cht Matemi ckHe Oatdlee dar aslt r Rarg

group in September of this year. The group launched
the annual Social Justice Statement with a presentation
from Mr Peter Rookas. Peter is one of the founders of
the Toowoomba Says No to Violence campaign. Peter
spoke passionately about the responsibility of all in
the community to take a stand against violence and
especially for men to speak out to prevent violence
against women. The group has made links with local
Domestic Violence Services and is also promoting a
campaign to stop violence against women in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo. Other groups continue to
raise awareness and educate towards more critical

T hthénking tin th&in lbcal commanity. s 16 you wish tg u s

start or join a parish social justice group please get in
touch with our office.

Bi shopds Annual Soci al

Pari
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Upcoming Dates

Dec 10th: Human Rights Day

Dec 14th: Screening of Gaslandat St Thomas
More Parish 7 pm

Dec 15th: Screening of Gaslandat Grand Central
Cinemas at 7 pm

Dec 18th: I nternational

Dec 21st:Native Title Bill passed by the Senate, 1993

Dec 23rd: Wik Decision, 1996

Dec 25th: Birth of Jesus: Christmas Day

Dec 26th: Feast of the Holy Family

2011
The year 2011 is the International year of Forests

Jan 1st:Mary Mother of God
World Day of Prayer for Peace

Jan 17th:World Day of Prayer for Migrants and
Refugees

Jan 26th: Australia Day/Survival Day

Jan 27th: UN International Day of Commemoration in
memory of the Holocaust

Christmas Begins

When the song of the angels is stilled.
When the star in the sky is gone.

When the kings and princes are home.
When the shepherds are back with their
flocks.

The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost.

To heal the broken.

To feed the hungry.

To release the prisoner.

To rebuild the nations.

To bring peace among people.
To make music in the heart.

Based on poem by Howard Thurman

We say a fond farewell to Chris Clarke. Thank you for all
your passion, energy and prayerfulness over the years.
You will be greatly missédbut you leave us a great
legacy!

Our Commission wishes all readers a Happy and Holy
Christmas and a peace filled 2011.

Mi grantds

December 2010

Day

SCREENS IN TOOWOOMBA on Tuesday 14th De-
cember, 7pm at St Thomas
Wednesday 15th December at 7 pm at Birch Carroll
and Coyle Grand Central Cinema. Tickets are $10 and
are available from the Social Justice Commission. To
find out more or obtain tickets phone 07 46130895 or
go to www.tsjc.org

M ¢




