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The Good Earth

Bishop Bastes has been involved in
speaking out about a mine in the central
part of the country. Two years ago the
_ Bishop called for the mine to be closed
~ down when thousands of fish were killed

S8 as a result of chemical spills. At that time

Rob McCreath from Friends of Felton with Mark
Copland near site of proposed coal mine in Felton

In Early August the Catholic Leader
newspaper covered the issue of mining
and agriculture. = There was similar
coverage in the Queensland Country Life
where Bishop Morris from the Catholic
Church along with Bishop Nolan from the
Anglican Church and Sharon Kirk from
the Uniting Church wrote a joint
statement of concern regarding
agriculture and mining. Recently the
ABC Four Corners programme focussed
on a proposed coal mine in the Gunnedah
area and looked at the implications for the
local community. In the middle of July
the Uniting, Anglican and Catholic
Churches joined with members of a
blockade on a directly affected property to
lead a thanksgiving service of one year of
the blockade.

In December of last year the Moderator of
the Uniting Church in Queensland wrote
a letter to the Premier of Queensland
raising concerns over mining of prime
agricultural land. In the Philippines

' the mine was owned by an Australian
, company Lafayette. Bishop Bastes is at

™ odds with the Filipino President Gloria

i Aruyo who has a plan to use the mineral

|
poverty.

So is agriculture and mining an issue for
Christians and the Church and does the
Church have anything to say on this
matter?

The first thing to consider when we
examine a local situation such as that
facing the people of Felton Valley is that it
is not an academic issue. = The possible
impact on people’s lives and the anxiety
being felt can’t be measured on a piece of
paper or in a consultant’s report.

It is also important to take a more long term
perspective. As we gather here in

Cambooya I am mindful that ‘Cambooya’

is an Aboriginal word for a type of reed

which could be found in local creeks.
Apparently the root of this reed was edible
when roasted. Cambooya was also the
headquarters for Christopher Rolleston, the
Crown Lands Commission for the Darling
Downs in the 1840s. This area has been
farmed for thousands of years - the majority
of which was by Aboriginal people. One of

(Continued on page 2)
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the early white settlers, Pemberton Hodgson, described

the method of fire stick farming used in this area.

“During their travels they are continually
burning the grass, and I have often seen the
air for miles so full of smoke that the sun
was not discernible, and the room and huts
were almost impossible to breathe in. At
night the mountains and sloping hills were
one continued flame, extending many miles,
and bearing a strong resemblance to a
large city beautifully illuminated.”

What about the People?

The Church is a community of people. Our
commitment is to individuals but it is also to
communities. When a modern day politician looks at
a situation they may begin with the question, “What
about the economy?” When Christians look at a
situation we begin with the question “What about the
people?” Of course people and economy are inter-
linked but the economy and the way we structure
society is a choice - made by people - not a given
reality that we all have to deal with.

One of the unique things about Christianity is the
Trinity - the triune God. Our God is a God of
relationship and so we are called to be involved in
community. In times of bushfire, floods and
community celebrations we all come together. So
when we are faced with difficult situations with
competing interests we need to look at community
relationships. When we look at the process of
something like a proposed mine does it bring about
division or unity in the community?

There is a very powerful quote that came out of
Vatican Two calling Christians to be involved in the
world and not separate from it. Of course we are not a
separate people and Jesus didn’t live a life separate to
the community in which he lived. The quote comes
from a document titled the Church in the Modern
World and it says,

The joys and hopes, the sorrows and anxieties of the women
and men of this age, especially those who are poor or in any
way oppressed, these are the joys and hopes, the sorrows and
anxieties of the followers of Christ.

So there is a very clear message which is that we are to
be involved - not just in local issues but in things
affecting people on a national and international level.
As Christians we are called to care for the earth and
also to make the best uses of earth’s resources. The
Church doesn’t have a pro or anti mining stance.
Despite what we sometimes think the Church is not
pre-industrial. There is definitely a place for the wise
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use of resources. However, when considering the
establishment of a coal mine, we need to look at the
costs to the community as well as the benefits.

In doing this we acknowledge that everything has
what has been termed a ‘social mortgage” - everything
has a cost. So when we look at the Ambre Energy
proposal we ask the question, who pays for this and
who benefits. No matter where we are in the world,
when we change the way we use the land there is a
cost. So what is the cost, who pays, and who benefits?
What is the cost to the local landholders, what is the
cost to the environment and the cost to the
community? Then who benefits - the shareholders -
the local community? What is the benefit to the state
of Queensland? Ultimately - what happens to the
people?

Which leads me to the principle of subsidiarity. The
principle of subsidiarity asks questions about the
process. Who decides if there will be a mine? How is
that decision made? Who has the power and how is
the voice of the local people heard? The principle of
subsidiarity holds that those closest to the situation
are in the best position to make a decision about the
proposed changes This decision is based on the
common good - not on self interest or fear.

There are principles involved and it is not just a case
of Not In My Back Yard. The Church is not a union or
political party which canvases opinions to come up
with a position. If part of the community hurts we all
hurt - but our position is based on values and
principles stemming from scripture and church
teaching.

In terms of involvement in politics the Church
encourages all of us to be actively involved in the
democratic process. In doing this the Church doesn’t
tell us how to vote. There are some great local
examples of diversity in this area. In Toowoomba -
two very good men - both members of the Catholic
faith represent the seats of Toowoomba South and
Toowoomba North. Mike Horan is a member of the
Liberal National Party and Kerry Shine is a member of
the Australian Labor Party. Their faith informs their
work as people’s representatives - but neither would
expect anybody to vote for them on the basis that they
are Catholic or indeed Christian. These men are
actively and thoughtfully involved but the Church
recognises the autonomy of the state and the right of
people to take certain stances.

The Church does not tell people How to Vote - it
presents principles to assist people in the political
arena. A key question for us in any situation is, “Who
has no voice? * and this includes the environment.
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“And You Will Be My Witnesses:
Young people and justice”

The annual Australian Catholic Bishops” Conference Social Justice Statement, released in time for Social Justice
Sunday (September 27th), this year highlights and encourages young people in their positive involvement in is-
sues of local and global justice. It reinforces the challenge offered by Pope Benedict when addressing young peo-
ple during World Youth Day in Sydney last year: What will you leave to the next generation? ... How are you using
the gifts you have been given, the ‘power” which the Holy Spirit is even now prepared to release within you? What legacy
will you leave to young people yet to come? What difference will you make?

This statement reinforces the reality of the future of our Church —it is in the hands of the young people of today.
As Church, we have a responsibility to support and encourage these young people in their growing awareness of
and response to situations of inequity, poverty and oppression. At the same time, we know that many young
people, even in Australia, are themselves the victims of oppression, disempowerment and indignity. Young peo-
ple have the capacity to reflect deeply on their experience of injustice, and the causes of inequity and oppression
in our world; in doing so, they have the opportunity to deepen their faith. Through their energetic desire to ad-
dress such situations they have much to offer our communities. Their journey has something to say to each of us.
Together with our young people we will move into a future where faith and justice help us to make meaning of
the realities of our life and our world.

One of the strengths of this document is that it makes a clear statement that the Church has a concern for young
people, and that there is a place for young people in our Church. Together, we are challenged to ensure that
more of our young people know that!.

Copies of the document And You Will Be My Witnesses: Young people and justice are available from your parish

church, or through the web-site of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council
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AND TRUTH

Pope Benedict XVI

Pope Benedict XVI issued the encyclical Caritas in
Veritate (Charity in Truth) on 29th June 2009. The en-
cyclical addresses the challenges of an increasingly
globalised world: the growing gap between the poor-
est and the richest, consumerism focused on ‘having
more’ rather than ‘being more’, a financial crisis
borne of a morality that is not centred on humanity,
and the search for a way of using earth’s resources
wisely and economically.

The Australian Catholic Social Justice Council have
developed a discussion guide to this important en-
cyclical from Pope Benedict XVI. The paper intro-
duces the reader to the three sections of the Encyclical
which are:

1.  Looking at Today’s world

2. What do these observations mean?

3. The tasks we face

In the first section the Pope paints a complex picture
of today’s world in which he sees evidence of corrup-
tion in the conduct of the economic and political class

in rich and poor countries. He states that the world
needs a profoundly new way of understanding business
enterprise. The Pope sees that globalization has both
material and cultural effects and calls for a ‘a person-
based and community-oriented cultural process of world-wide
integration that is open to transcendence’. In commenting
on the effects of development he states that: the environ-
ment is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a
responsibility towards the poor, towards future generations
and towards humanity as a whole. Further, as some coun-
tries stockpile energy resources, poor countries re-
sources are exploited and this leads to conflict.

What these observations indicate is that world of com-
merce is guided by contract and legal liability. Such a
form of justice does not take into account the real needs
of people. In this system, profit for its own sake takes
precedence over the claims of people. The Pope says:
Once profit becomes the exclusive goal, if it is produced by
improper means and without the common good as its ultimate
end, it risks destroying wealth and creating poverty.

Given this state of the world, the Pope sees the task
ahead as; putting the human person at the centre of all ac-
tivities. He concludes that issues such as access to educa-
tion, migration, and a reform of the United Nations and
international economic and financial institutions are
those that must be addressed. He states: the greatest ser-
vice to development, then, is a Christian humanism that en-
kindles charity and takes its lead from truth, accepting both as
a lasting gift from God. Copies of the discussion guide
are available from our Commission or online at
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au
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THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Earlier this year, I was invited to do some work in
Ursuline schools in South Africa, and, while there
had the opportunity to visit Botswana. Two
Australian Ursuline sisters live and work in that
country, and I was able to spend a couple of days
with each of them, meeting some of the people with
whom they work.

I was particularly engaged by so many of the
children I met in Botswana. It is a country that has
been devastated by HIV and AIDS, and almost one-
quarter of its population is made up of orphaned
children. Many young children are being cared for
by older Grannies, since both parents have either
died, or are seriously ill.

The story of two little boys , we'll call them Prince
and Pula, highlight the plight of many of the
children of Botswana.

Prince lives in a yard with a large number of other
people. There was the Old Lady, her daughter, who
is the Granny, 3 young women, two of whom are
HIV positive, one young man, who is probably also
HIV positive, and at least 10 children under the age
of perhaps 7 or 8, including 3 infants. There are 3
rondavels or small, round, mud-brick houses in the
yard, and the family appeared to be using a donkey
cart. When we visited, one of the young women
was doing laundry
in a dish in the
yard, and another
was tending a pot
of porridge on the
open fire.

From our
perspective,

Prince’s life
experience is
limited. He has

none of those things
we consider to be
basic requirements
for living. I don’t
know what his
access to education
will be, or what
likelihood he will
have to find meaningful employment in the future.
But Prince was happy - he obviously felt secure. He
was surrounded by family who clearly cared for
him. He showed a sense of humour and a sense of
fun. His personality and identity were evident.

Prince—
a contented child of Botswana

Pula with his ranny and the day’s supply

Though his family is poor,
he obviously knew respect
and had some dignity.

‘ Then there was Pula (a
r i Setswana name which
means ‘blessing’).
Pula reminds me of a
number of the small children I met in those few
days. Unlike the children I usually meet, they
looked sad. Pula looked very sad; clearly he was
neglected.

Pula belongs to a family of the Basarwa or Bushmen
tribe - the most marginalised of people in
Botswana. Pula was the youngest of about 6
children who lived in this one yard, the eldest of
whom might have been 9 or 10. The old Granny,
who looked as though she could hardly get around
herself, is the main carer for these children. She is
the only adult who lives with the children. Their
father has, I understand, died, and their mother has
left the family, and they cannot trace her. When we
were there, the old lady was grinding up a little
piece of tobacco for herself. The yard was bare,
except for one rondavel, one small fenced off
storage area, which had almost nothing in it, the
open fire place, and a couple of cartons of milk, one
of which my friend had just brought. There was no
sign of any other food, or of any water for washing
or cooking. Granny was angry because the older
boys wouldn’t go to the well to get the day’s water
supply for her.

There is little wonder that Pula is sad, - who is there
to comfort him, to cuddle him, to offer him any
sense of security, to play with him? Who will offer
him a name, a family, a safe place to belong? With
what sense of identity will he grow up? How will he
grow to know respect and dignity? Who is there to
ensure his rights are respected?

We often hear about and draw on the United
Nations Declaration of Human Rights. However
there is a less well-known United Nations document
- the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This
document, issued in 1990, was ratified by Australia
in the same year, though it has not yet been
incorporated into Australian law. It has been ratified
by all other nations except the United States and
Somalia. Prior to this convention, the United Nations
was responsible for the 1924 Geneva Declaration on
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the Rights of the Child, and the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assem-
bly in 1959.

The Preamble to the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child, acknowledges that the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace is recognition of the
inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable
rights of all members of the human family, as con-
tained in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. The UN identifies that, while children share
all the basic human rights with other people, be-
cause of their lack of maturity and their vulnerabil-
ity, the child is entitled to special care and assis-
tance, and requires particular safeguards and pro-
tection, legal as well as physical, emotional, and
psychological. Amongst the additional rights of a
child included in the Convention is the right for
each child to have a name, the right to acquire a na-
tionality and, as far as possible, the right to know
and be cared for by her or his parents. A child also
has the right, through access to education, and
through opportunities for expression of their skills
and ideas, to develop all aspects of their potential.

None of us would deny these rights, and we all
work hard to ensure that our children, or the chil-
dren in our care, have access to all that they need to
develop their potential in the best way possible.
However, there are children in our communities
and in our nation, as well as in the wider world, as
we have seen with Pula and Prince, who do not en-
joy absolute respect for their rights.

Why does our heart go out to little Pula and also to
Prince? Why was there such an outcry in recent
years when children of families seeking asylum in
Australia were held in detention centres? Why are
we disturbed when we become aware of children

The Good Earth (continued from page 2)

In the statement put out by Bishop Morris, Bishop
Nolan and Sharon Kirk
there was a call to Dia-
logue. This dialogue needs
to be authentic - involving
, real listening - not just go-
ing through the motions.
As we analyse any given
_ situation we do it in the
¢ knowledge

.+ that God does have a pref-
* erence for the poor. God’s
heart is with those who are
' struggling, overpowered or
living with great anxiety. The views and opinions

B
i

e

who are impacted by situations of domestic in re-
mote Aboriginal communities in Australia violence?
Why should we be concerned about the level of
health care available to Indigenous children living
today? Why is it an issue when we recognise that
the basic literacy and numeracy levels of aboriginal
children in Australia - and even here in
Toowoomba, is so much lower than it is for other
Australian children?

These situations concern us because they are cir-
cumstances in which the basic rights and dignity of
particular children are not respected. To address
these concerns, we need to be ready to raise our
awareness of how and when the rights of children
are not respected. We need to become informed and
educated about situations which are outside our
usual experience. We need to be ready to challenge
circumstances where we see the rights of children
not being upheld. We need to be open to work for
change when it is necessary in the social structures
in which we are embedded.

At the core of what we strive for and celebrate in
educational contexts is the longing for empower-
ment for young people and the chance to encourage
them to make a positive contribution to the future of
our world. In so many ways, teachers, through their
relationships with children, help to raise their
awareness of the fact that the world is a very large
place. Children are encouraged to look beyond
themselves, and in large and small ways, to respect
human life and dignity, rather than to take advan-
tage of others. This is such worthwhile learning,
and always worth celebrating. What happens in our
local classrooms and school yards can have an im-
pact on little boys like Prince and Pula.

(Adapted from address given by Sue Flood osu at the Opening
of the Holy Name School Annual Art Show, 19 June 2009)

of a group of people who gather in the Felton East
Hall as the Friends of Felton is every bit as impor-
tant as the views of board room members of an
energy company. Our God is a God of those flung
to the margins and threatened with dispossession
and that’s where the Church should be.

That’s why the Church can and should be in-
volved.

(Adapted from address given by Mark Copland to Cambooya
Parish August 9th 2009)

Opposite—Front Page of Queensland Country
Life 16th July 2009)
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St Thomas More’s Church Goes Solar

On 23 July 2009 St Thomas More’s parish went solar.
On that day 10 solar panels generating 2 kilowatts of
electricity were installed on the church roof. The par-
ish pastoral leader Sister Patsy Grundy was thrilled to
see the electricity meter going backwards.

The parish had been considering such a move for a
number of years and the obstacle had been the cost.
However, with a Federal Government subsidy of
50%, it was decided that 2009 would be the year to go
ahead. The parish council under the leadership of Ed-
wina Tierney with the support of the parish finance
committee decided to apply for the Federal grant and
commit to the balance to be paid by the parish.

There were three considerations for the parish in de-
ciding to go ahead. Firstly there is the belief that as
Catholics we have a duty of stewardship to protect the
gift of the earth that has been given us by God. With
climate change being such a serious issue, reducing
electricity consumption is an important contribution
toward this duty of stewardship.

Secondly, there is the obvious financial benefit of re-
ducing the cost of electricity to the parish. The photo-
voltaic cells generate electricity which is used in the
church while the sun is shining and when there is an
excess of electricity being generated that is fed back
into the electricity grid. The State Government solar
bonus scheme pays 44 cents for each kilowatt hour of
electricity fed back into the grid. When the sun does
not shine electricity from the grid is purchased at 17
cents per kilowatt hour. It is estimated that the system
will save the parish as much as $1,000 per year.

The third reason was to provide an example to the
community generally that St Thomas More’s considers
climate change an important issue and that it is possi-
ble to do something practical at the local level about it.

stalled.
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New Commission Website!!

Social Justice Commission
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Thomas
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The new and improved Commission website is up and
running! With images depicting the diversity of our
Diocese it is a great way to keep up with social justice
news and events. You can find out more about Fair
Trade. There are resources about Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islander communities in the Diocese as well
as a snapshot of the Culturally and Linguistically Di-
verse background of the region. You can read regular
articles by Commission staff as well as media releases
and useful web links.

It is very much a work in progress but the hope is that

it will become a useful tool in the struggle for justice in
our Diocese and the wider community. The address is

www.tsjc.org

We look forward to you visiting us soon!

More’s
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New Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Reference Group Established

Bishop William Morris has recently established an
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference
Group. Members of this group pictured above are:
Darlene Garvey, Raelene Ward, Maree Toombs, Bishop
Morris, Fr Peter Dorfield, Kristian Rose, Tahni Dreise,
Phillip Dreise and Georgia Dreise. (Absent is Barbara
Matthews, Ron and Jenny Waters and Roslyn Boland).

This group will provide advice and guidance to the
Bishop on Diocesan Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander issues. One of the first priorities and actions of
the group is to develop a Reconciliation Action Plan
(RAP) across the Diocese.

Some of the hopes for this group are that they will :

. be a catalyst for practical reconciliation and
change within the Diocese

. encourage parishes to embrace the diversity of
their parish and disseminate information relevant
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander parish-
ioners to local liturgy groups

. encourage development of local reconciliation
groups

. identify key Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
role models to create a positive message

Kristian Rose

Kristian is Secretary of

the newly formed
Bishop’s Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander

Reference Group.
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Kristian, who do you live with?

My lovely family - husband Christopher, and three
gorgeous boys:- Barrett (6), Reid (3) and Pierce (11mo).

What makes you passionate?

I am passionate about my kid’s education and their
future. I want them to be able to live in a society that
holds their Aboriginality in high regard; I want them
to be able to hold their Aboriginality in high regard. I
want our Aboriginal community to feel the same
things that I want for my kids.

What is your paid work role?

I work for the Queensland Government as an Indige-
nous Enterprise Development officer. This role is to
work in support of establishing and growing Indige-
nous business enterprise.

When you have spare time what do you do with it?
Spare time is really a complete luxury. I love spending
time with my husband just enjoying watching our
boys being boys!

Who or what inspires you?

Selfless everyday people - single mums/dads
(constantly amaze me), my mum and dad (I appreci-
ate everything they did and do for myself and my
brother to provide us with the best of opportunities
and life), volunteers (in today’s times people who find
the time to help others are amazing!). I look at all of
the hard work that these people do and I aspire to take
that and do it myself.

What are your hopes for the Bishop’s Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Reference Group?

I hope that the Reference Group is a group that can go
about supporting those people that inspire others, that
we can create elements of change in our society so that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are held
in high regard, but most of all I think that our work
will be in breaking down the barriers of misunder-
standing and myth through embedding respect in eve-
rything that we do.

What could a RAP plan do for the Diocese and the
wider community?

I hope that the RAP can define all of our hopes and
dreams and look to identify practical ways in which
to achieve those hopes and dreams.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Month of September: Biodiversity Month
Sun 6th September: Father’s Day
8th September: Birth of Mary, mother of Jesus

21st September: UN International Day of Peace
Afghanistan Alive is promoting a call
for people to show solidarity with the
people of Afghanistan by committing
themselves to one minute of silence
on Peace Day, 21 September, this
year. Your minute of silence can be
spent thinking about peace, hoping for
peace, praying for peace or just
believing in the need for peace.
Go to aam@afghanistanalive.com to
register your intention to join.

27th September: Social Justice Sunday:
And You Will be My Witnesses:
Young people and Justice.

28th September: Green Consumer Day
A green consumer is someone
who is very concerned about
the environment and, there
fore, only purchases products
that are environmentally
friendly or eco-friendly.

October 1st: International Day of Older Persons

October 3rd: Day of Jewish and Christian
Dialogue

10 + /0 & %%2

October 11th -17th: Anti-Poverty Week
The aims of anti-poverty week are to:

. Strengthen understanding of the causes and
consequences of poverty around the world
and in Australia;

. Encourage research, discussion and action to
address these problems including action by
individuals, communities, organizations and
Governments

For more information go to

www.antipovertyweek.org.au

October 15th: World Rural Women’s Day

Preparing for September’s Tiwi Island
Immersion Trip

Mark Cop-
land
(Executive
Officer) and
Chris Clarke
(Commission
Member)
will be facili-
#l tating an im-
mersion trip
to the Tiwi
Islands later

in September.

Fifteen girls from St Ursula’s College will experience
the history, culture and spirituality of the Tiwi. Re-
cently Chris and Mark met with students from Tiwi
College on an excursion in Brisbane. Pictured here
with Chris are Louise (St Ursula’s College) , Louella
(Tiwi College) and Norene (Downlands College). Sto-
ries from the trip will be on our website and in the
next edition of A Place at the Table. Until then....

Prayer for Social Justice

God of yesterday, today and tomorrow,

We call to mind your presence within us and around us.

Teach us to live our lives

Free from assumptions by others of what is best for us,

And from assumptions about what is best for others.

Help us to recognise and respect the values, culture and traditions of all people,
So that we can co-exist in peace and love and celebrate our diversity.




