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people.

Despite the rhetoric gaming
machines do not “give back” to the
community.

Money put into the machines
does not stay in the local ~ *
community.

In 2008 / 2009 a mere 1.18 per cent
($36.7 million) of the total amount
of money spent on gambling ($3.12
billion) was distributed through the
gambling benefit fund.

When you consider the family
break down, bankruptey,
depression and suicide which
problem gambling can cause it
seems like a drop in the ocean.

Senator Nick Xenophon has
termed the community benefit fund
money “hush money”.

Last week the Queensland
government made a welcome

decision to cap the number of
poker machines in hotels and clubs.

It is interesting to note that
proceeds from these machines to
the government increased from $10
million in revenue to almost $560
million between 1998 and 2008.

Welfare organisations involved in
picking up the pieces from problem
gambling feel that the cap is a start
but more can be done. %

ATMs could be removed from
venues, the amount spent at one’
time could be limited and the
amount of time users spend at a
machine could also be limited.

In 2007 prime ministerial
aspirant Kevin Rudd told us he
hated poker machines and pledged
that he would reduce state
government reliance on them for
tax revenue.

Sounds like Tony Abbott hating
abortions when he was Minister for
Health. Fine words but little really
changed. :

The Productivity Commission
has demonstrated that poker
machines are used far more by
lower socio-economic communities.

“Fev” rightly has the support of

the Brisbane Lions family ashe .

tries to get his life back on track.

Sadly many ordinary people
won’t have the same resources to
escape the crushing effects of
problem gambling.

In this election year I wonder if
either side of politics is big enough
or strong enough to give pokies the
punt.




