It makes a change from the usual
bad press we get in the football
pre-season shenanigans.

One of my sons sat with me and
soaked up the atmosphere as the
significance of the apology to the

~ stolen generations was
acknowledged along with messages
of respect and pride in culture.

My son turned to me dejected
and said, “Oh Dad - they’re saying
all those nice things about each
other — we’re not going to see any
decent hits or big tackles!”

Before too long the fireworks on
‘the field had started and I am sure
that many of the players well and
truly knew they were in a real
contest.

But on the bigger field of life my
son had a point.

When it comes to reconciliation
are we just committed to gathering
together for special oceasions,
having dances, food and special
speeches and then carrying on as
we always have?

Are we going to be fair dinkum
about addressing disadvantage and

Indigenous All Stars player Yileen Gordon (centre) is tackled during the
Indigenous All Stars versus NRL All Stars match on the Gold Coast.

establishing stronger
relationships?
Or will we just drag out our

~ Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander sisters and brothers
whenever the Queen turns up or
the world is watching as we open
an Olympic games?

We can remember the stolen
generations ~ we can even walk
across the bridge.

We can cheer for Cathy Freeman
and our favourite Aboriginal
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foothall star — but when the hard
things happen where are we?

Friday’s The Chronicle
highlighted this for me. On
January 19 in an act of senseless
violence, a husband and father was
taken from a loving family.

Normella Duncan asks a
question which we should all be
asking. How is it that no arrests or
charges have been laid against
those involved in the bashing of
“Bo” Duncan? One could be

People will say, “Don’t make this
a ‘black and white’ issue.”

This is too often code for telling
Aboriginal people to get back into
their box and stop asking
uncomfortable questions.

A few years ago I conducted a
survey in this region as part of a

submission to a Senate Inquiry into

- the Progress of Reconcﬂlatlon in

Australia.

‘One of the comments recorded in
the survey will stay with me for a
long time.

“Reconciliation is what white
Australia offered to Aboriginal
people when it couldn’t or wouldn’t
offer justice.”

I am a fan of reconciliation but I
am also a fan of justice.

And right now justice demands
that we honestly work out what
happened on Charnberlam Street in
January. :

Otherwise the celebrauons and
the honouring of our first peoples
is just papering over the cracks in
the wall.




