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Or indeed the rehabilitation of
land.

There are very few Australian
examples of cropping land being
returned to its original state after
the operation of an open cut coal
mine. [ am no expert in the area

- but I understand that the top soil is

a living thing and cannot just be
dumped and then replaced and
reused a number of years later. It’s
a lot like the community. The State
Government has released a very
important discussion paper on
strategic cropping land. This policy
area has huge implications for our

region and I would hope that local

regional councils have made
submissions outlining how they see
land use into the future.

One area that is not discussed in
the strategic cropping land paper is
the possible impact of mining on a
local community.

Communities are even more
fragile then top soil. They cannot
be dug up, moved to the side and
then rehabilitated at a later stage.

Even if rehabilitation of cropping
Iand could be demonstrated to
work — and that’s a big if — what
do the farmers and attached

add their voice
oal-mine debate

support services do in the mean
time? And if it can’t be
rehabilitated where do we get our
food from in the future?

The issues of food security, sﬁ
environment and the community
have seen a different voice involved
in this discussion — that of local
churches.  ~

Last week the Anglican Bishop of
Rockhampton spoke out about the
importance of maintaining
Queensland’s cropping land. Last
year in this region the heads of the
Anglican, Catholic and Uniting
Churches added their voice to the
dialogue.

They voiced concern that
proposed mines could have an
irreversible damaging impact on
the soil and people of this region.

We need energy and we need an
economy but we also need food and
a community. .

Short term answers will not
suffice.

The St Anthony’s Parish Social
Justice Group is hosting a Church
Picnic at Felton with the Friends of
Felton this Sunday at noon.

_ All are welcome. For more .
information phone 4613 0895 or 3
email justice@twb.catholic.org.au




