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shores. I also personally .w:os of
businesses in Pittsworth that have

- gone well beyond the call of duty in

supporting and welcoming visitors
to their town from all over the
world.

The sensational idea that the
presence of one or two individuals
who harbour extreme white
supremacy ideas equals racism
makes easy headlines, is sloppy
journalism and represents lazy
thinking. Such has been the -
example seen in southern media

outlets. These types of people live

in capital cities too. I know — they
send me special letters in
envelopes with Sydney postmarks
but they often forget to sign them!

If we only believe that racism is
of the deep south KKK-type then
we hinder efforts to make us a

more just and inclusive community.

Toowoomba “Says No to
Violence” but nobody could argue

that domestic violence is non
existent in our region.

Surely it is the same with
racism? It is unpleasant to admit
that either of these social ills is in
our community but we need to
name them and take a public stand
whenever we can.

The real work of building a
strong community is in ensuring
that all who call Toowoomba home
feel welcome and have a sense of
belonging.

The white supremacy headlines
also divert attention from the
bigger task of eliminating
structural or organisational racism.

How can it be that an indigenous
person in this region is still three
time more likely to be unemployed
than the rest of the community?

How is it that we are still
struggling to provide adequate
educational support to newly
arrived refugee background youth
in this city?

These issues will never get the
airplay that a man in a white sheet
will.

The question is not whether
racism is present in this or.any
other community. The question is
how.we constructively deal with
the tension that our differences
may create.




