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fighting a proposed open-cut coal
mine with an estimated total
footprint of 2800 hectares. All of
this could occur just 30km south
west of Toowoomba. -

As you might imagine this is
even more important then the
premier’s latest dance moves as
prime food growing country is
under threat.

The people from Felton are
worried about the impact on local
ground and surface water along

* ywith the health implications of coal

dust which has been highlighted
recently in the Hunter Valley.
The company proposing this
mine wish fo turn coal into fuel
which will require at least 4000

testors last Friday.
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megalitres of water and produce
tonnes of CO2 each year.

Speaking of CO2, Friday’s visit
by the Premier was an opportunity
for the Friends of Felton to present
a personal copy of a proposed
sustainable energy plan.

This plan would see the Felton
Valley supply the electrical energy
needs of about 160,000 homes in
south-east Queensland.

Through wind, solar and
bio-mass energy generation all of
this could be done without
disrupting valuable food
production and community
cohesion. It is a far better bet then
the yet to be proven “clean coa 2
technology or the full rehabilitation
of cropping land.

Burgo, when you invite the
Premier to grace your studios and
request that nobody gets “political”
it is a bit rich. It is like inviting
Johnathan Thurston to breakfast
and requesting that nobody talks
about football. -

1 know that you have never
pretended to broach the big
subjects but it amazes me thata
state leader would commit three
hours of her day to a show whose
online poll of the day is whether we
sgerunch or fold our toilet paper”.

Friday’s Friends of Felton gig
was not about you — nor' indeed
was it about the Premier.

It wasn’t about somebody
protecting their own backyard, it
was about somebody protecting
your’s and my kitchen cupboard.

It was about the future of our
region and whether we wish to
remain a food bowl or become a

coal basin. g
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